
 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and Sustainable Timur Production: A case 
of MANE FILS in the social welfare of the farmers in HVAP project areas 

……………………………………………………………………………
Timur can be considered as a high value commodities proven as a sustainable source of income of 

resource poor farmers in the High Value Agriculture Project (HVAP) areas. With the continuous 

efforts of HVAP, total 2346 farmers are directly benefitted in timur value chain. These resource poor 

farmers have notably developed their capacity on sustainable timur production, harvesting and 

marketing followed with good harvesting practices.  It has not only offered better harvest and post-

harvest management of Timur in HVAP areas but also ensured optimum prove available to the 

marginalized communities.  
While looking at the past, these communities/farmers were planting Timur since many year in 
marginal land as a neglected crops due to hassle in harvest. Having no option on safe harvest and post-
harvest store techniques, they were force to produce until they could fetch a genuine price. Similarly, 
farmers were bound to dispose it to local traders in low price regardless of its quality production as a 
previous scenario. Since few years back, right after the technical intervention of HVAP, the scenario in 
Timur production and trade is significantly changed. Good agricultural practices in production and 
post-harvest cleaning and grading are the improvement which is apparently visible in project areas. 

Various Timur Intervention from good harvesting practices to community consultation and planning on construction of 
drinking water reservoirs and water spout source conservation in  Dalit Aaguwa Krishak Samuha, Jyamire village of Kupinde 
daha village Development Committee, Saylan district. Photo:  HVAP and PARD Nepal 

As the project is intensively looking for inclusive business and private sector promotion for marketing, 
with the support of Himalayan Bio Trade Ltd. (HBTL), HVAP has been able to link with MANE FILS- a 
French Company for Timur business promotion. This public private partnership (PPP) mechanism draw 
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a new avenue to the Timur producer group and motivated them to scale of production. The French 
company has purchased 500 MT Timur from HVAP areas in 2015/2016 and assured the community for 
the guaranteed market for the Timur.  

Similarly, the private sector is often seen as a driver of exclusionary processes rather than a partner in 
improving the health and welfare of socially-excluded populations. However, private-sector initiatives 
and partnerships—collectively labelled corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives—may be able 
to positively impact social status, earning potential, and access to services and resources for socially-
excluded populations. From this perspective, the MANE FILS agreed to support to the Timur producer 
groups of Kupindedaha and Nigalchula Village Development Committees (VDCs) of Salyan based on 
the communities current needs of social welfare. Under the CSR programme, MANE FILS assure to 
provide US$ 43440.00 to contribute on health, education and livelihoods of resource poor 
communities in HVAP project areas.  

With this support, few communities such as Phulbari Eco-Village Krishak Samuha Sera village and Dalit 
Aguwa Krishak Samuha, Jyamire of Kupendedaha of Salyan district constructed total 10 improved rain 
water harvesting tank with the close coordination of PARD Nepal, a local implementing partner of 
HVAP. Further, PARD Nepal is taking overall responsibility on behalf of community to work in 
construction of improvement of water spout, rain water harvest tanks and literacy programme with 
CSR grant of MANE FILS.  

Moreover, some infrastructure related development work mainly drinking water supply has been 
planned to expand in some other groups such as Laligurans Community Forestry User Groups of 
Nigalchula VDC and Banjghagaira River Drinking Water Source Restoration User Groups.  

Now, CSR provided by MANE FILS found an important tool to maximize the positive development 
impact of corporations and commercial activity in HVAP project areas mainly in Salyan district. In the 
current context,  construction of rain water harvest tank in household level will certainly reduced the 
drudgery of women members in water fetching, making headway to bring about a boost in the social 
welfare of the Timur farmers.   
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